
Modern world premiere of Baroque opera in 2015 
 

 
Selected title: Antonio Boroni: L'Amore in Musica 
 
Premiere: Venice, Teatro di San Moisè, 15 October 1763 
 
Other performances:  Prague, Theatre V Kotcích, 1765 
            Karlovy Vary, 1765 
            Dresden, 1766 et al 
 
Full-length comic opera (dramma giocoso per musica) satirically portraying the 
relationships of a period Italian opera company. 
 
Modern premiere: Prague, Summer Refectory of Strahov Monastery, 13 June 2015 
 
Repeat performances: Český Krumlov, Castle Baroque Theatre, 18-20 September 2015 
 
Performers: 
Soloists and Baroque orchestra Hof-Musici, directed by Zuzana Vrbová, conducted from the 
harpsichord by Ondřej Macek 
 
 
Antonio Boroni (1738–1792) is one of today's unjustly forgotten composers of the 18th 
century. In his day, he was a very acknowledged master whose renown reached beyond 
Italy. He came from Rome but met with his first successes in Venice, where he presented 
six of his operas from 1763 to 1765. In 1767-1768 he was conductor of the Italian opera 
company in the Prague theater V Kotcích. He was then appointed court Kapellmeister in 
Dresden (1768-1770) and Stuttgart (1770-1777). Later, until his death in 1792, he held 
the prestigious post of Kapellmeister for St. Peter's Basilica in the Vatican.  
 
The stage work which brought Boroni the greatest success was the comic opera (dramma 
giocoso per musica) L'Amore in Musica. After its premiere in Venice, it became a 
repertory piece for nearly two dozen cities in Italy and beyond the Alps for more than a 
decade. Two years after its Venetian premier, it was also performed in Prague and Karlovy 
Vary.  
 
In addition to this work's musical qualities, its theme is also quite exceptional. At a time 
when opera stages were dominated by heroes from ancient history and mythology, 
Boroni's L'Amore in Musica presents a story set into the Venetian society of the age with all 
its specific problems and vices, completely in the style of a Carlo Goldoni comedy. 
 
Following up on Argippo from A. Vivaldi (2008) and the opera Siface from N. Porpora 
(2013), the Hof-Musici ensemble shall perform this work in its continuing endeavors to 
contribute to a deeper understanding of Prague opera life of the 18th century.   
 


